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PHILOSOPHY AND METHODS OF HISTORY

Learning objectives:

=

To understand what is History? How does history reconstruct the past?

2. To understand the historical methodology and the interrelation between History
and other social sciences

3. To understand the philosophy of history and the problems in the construction of
history

Learning Outcomes:

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following:

1.
2.

Understand the meaning, interpretation and subject matter of history
Understand the nature of sources, techniques of analysis of the sources,
historical criticisms and other related issues

3. Understand the philosophical debates on historical knowledge
4. Findout the problems of historical objectives and historians’ craft
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1. Subject matter of history — knowledge of the past- History : old and new- Philosophers
and Historians on History- Relevance of recording the past- Post- modernism and
History.
2. Historical facts — sources of information — aids — auxiliaries — criticism — internal and
external.
3. Quantitative methods — Oral history — Text criticism, old and new — Deconstruction.
4. Philosophy of History — Critical and speculative — explanation in history —causation —
generalization — historical imagination.
5. The Problem of historical objectivity — value judgements in history — the commitment of

a historian — the abuses of history.
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