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PSS 504: THE IDEA OF INDIA
Course Objectives:
1. Develop among Students informed and critical perspectives on India
2. Introduce them to academic discourses on Indian history, Society, politics and culture
3. Enable them to engage critically in debates on Contemporary India

4. Help students to recognise and grapple with divergent and, at times, contradictory
perspectives on India

Course Outcomes: The course will enable students to —
1. Recognise the plural ways of imaging India
2. Evolve an informed position vis-a-vis conflicting perceptions on the idea of India

3. Uphold inclusive and democratic idea of India
4. Able to establish a framework for understanding contemporary India.

Block I: India in Historical Outline; Methodological and historical issues
Unit 1 The Orientalist and Nationalist Reconstructions of Indian History
Unit 2 Marxist and Post colonial Perspectives on India

Unit 3 India s Philosophical Traditions

Unit 4 India: Contemporary Perspectives from outside

Block I1: The Making of Modern India

Unit 5 Restructuring Indian Society: the Social Reform Traditions and
Discourses

Unit 6 The Nationalist Movement: the emergence of the Idea of India

Unit 7 The Framing of the Indian Constitution

Unit 8 The Philosophy of the Indian Constitution: Values and Institutions

Block I11: Identity Politics and Social Movements
Unit 9 Caste, Class and Gender

Unit 10 Religion, Region and Language

Unit 11 Social Movement: Old and New

Unit 12 Culture, Inequality and the politics of exclusion

Block 1V: Issues in Debate

Unit 13 The Political: Democracy and Secularism

Unit 14 The Social: Justice, Equity and Empowerment
Unit 15 The Economic: Development and Environment
Unit 16: The Civic: Civil Society and Public Sphere
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